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from our failure sufficiently to prevent ourselves from com-
mitting the same errors, and what is the lesson we have
learnt?

These words cwhat is the lesson we have learnt ?' epito-
mize, I think, the whole problem, and even a cursory exami-
nation of the views held about the aims of the next peace
discloses a wide divergence as to our aims and the way we
mean to achieve them. Let me, therefore, first of all try to
define my view-point of the wider meaning of the words
'peace aims'. It is not so easy to find the appropriate phrasing
rightly to interpret the national view, shorn of romanticism
and sentiment; but perhaps the following may be found ac-
ceptable: cThe establishment of a permanent world order
in which no nation would resort to arms.*

The phrase is too dull to make any appeal or indicate that
its acceptance by the nations of the world and its fulfilment
would create a new heaven and a new earth. Therefore, I
translate the phrase into the language of the average woman:
*The creation of a world in which she would never again be
called upon to sacrifice her menfolk in the defence of their
country.' This I feel would be the ideal for which man as
well as woman would strive.

A foreigner, who reads this interpretation of our major
concern in formulating our peace aims, will at once ask
where Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Austria, and the rest figure;
and how are we going to redeem our pledges. The British
people, however, understand this too, because they appre-
ciate beyond all shadow of doubt that the security of their
country and empire depends on establishing international
order with the surety of its maintenance in Europe. It is not
practical politics yet to suggest that the British nation should
fight for any other reason than the protection of its shores,
but there is no question that our people understand the wider
implications of the present conflict. We have only to think of
the change of public opinion in this country between Septem-
ber 1938 and September 1939 towards taking part in a
major war. In 1938 public opinion was divided and un-
certainty as to our wisest course was evident; but in 1939 we
can assert that on the Polish issue we had a united country.